DOMESTIC RABBIT
The domestic rabbit is a descendant of the wild
European rabbit. They were introduced into Britain in
12th Century by the Romans.
Today, they are mainly bred for meat, fur, wool, research and to
be sold as pets.
They are the fourth most farmed animal in the world and are one
of the most cruelly treated animals in captivity, for which there is
no legal protection.
Whether breeding for scientific research or to keep as a family
pet these intelligent beings are suffering vast amounts of pain
and stress the majority kept in extremely poor or unsuitable
conditions.
Factory Farmed for Meat
In the European Union, the majority are housed intensively in
barren, filthy and wired cages. And despite being social animals
they are kept alone to prevent disease and aggression in females
(does) or males (bucks). There are no legal requirements to how
big a cage should be so they are often no bigger than 34cm48cm wide and 60-65 cm long. Over 340 million rabbits are
currently being raised for food in Europe a year.
They have very little enrichment and zero opportunity to act
out their natural behaviours. Prolonged exposure to the wired
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flooring often results in the development of painful sores on
their footpads and hocks. They also suffer from acute or chronic
illnesses and diseases such as respiratory and enteric disease,
mastitis, ringworm and abscesses. 100% of breeding does will
die of an illness or be culled and replaced at just one year’s old.
A doe will have up to 11 litters a year and have been kept in
artificial lighting for up to 16 hours a day.
Continued…
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DOMESTIC RABBIT
CONTINUED

Angora rabbits have extremely soft, thick coats and are bred
solely for their wool. They will only leave their tiny barren cages
when their wool is ready to be plucked. This terrible ordeal will
occur four times a year and involves restraining the rabbit whilst
still alive and plucking the fur from their sensitive bodies. It is
an excruciating painful process and the rabbits will be heard
screaming horrifically. They will repeatedly endure this pain for
two to five years and once they are no longer needed they are
hung upside down, their throats are slit and their bodies are
slaughtered for meat.
Laboratory rabbits are frequent victims of animal
experimenters because they are mild-tempered and easy to
handle. And despite more ethical and humane alternatives
millions of rabbits each year are still being used to test cosmetics,
cleaning products and medicine. The consequences of this
result in the animal suffering skin irritations such as rashes and
burns and eye problems such as redness, swelling, discharge,
ulceration, haemorrhaging, cloudiness, or blindness. They do not
receive any pain relief during this awful ordeal and after weeks
of testing they are then killed.
Pet rabbits are also suffering in similar conditions despite
what many people think. Reports suggest they are the most
neglected and misunderstood companion animal with over
35,000 abandoned at shelters in the UK each year. This is largely
due to people believing they are simple animals to look after but
they are far more complex then we realise. Also, rabbits are often
bought as pets for young children but once the novelty wears
off they are left to die in their cage; bored, sad and lonely with
very little space or stimulation. They are also becoming sick from
being fed the wrong diet resulting in painful digestive disorders
and dental issues.
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