TURKEYS
Turkeys are large birds, native to North America and in
the wild they live in open forests and spend most of
their time foraging.
They are very inquisitive, intelligent animals, some research
shows they enjoy having their feathers stroked, listening and
singing along to music.
In the wild they can live up to 15 years old and will fly and run
far distances. They are also social animals who would live in
small flocks.
Today hundreds of millions of turkey’s are unable to live in their
natural habitat. Instead they are intensively bred and reared for
meat consumption and are deprived of acting out almost all of
their natural behaviours.
It is estimated that 16 million are killed annually in the UK alone,
most of which are reared in indoor production systems and will
suffer immensely during their short life span from poor welfare
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conditions and implications from selective breeding.
Breeding turkeys are unable to mate naturally so the male

The turkeys reared for meat will be housed in overcrowded,

breeding turkeys are repeatedly ‘milked’ for their semen and

windowless, barren sheds, with some containing as many as

the females have to endure the process of being caught, then

25,000 birds, with only 3.5 square feet of space per bird.

inseminated by a syringe. This is a very unnatural process for
them and can cause vast amounts of stress and frustration. This
routine will repeatedly continue until the turkey are no longer

their lifespan so they will live among their own excretions and

to an abattoir to be killed for meat. Any surplus chicks that are
produced in breeding are known as ‘hatchery waste’ and will be

They have been selectively bred to gain weight fast and are far
larger than the wild turkey. Due to the weight of their bodies
they suffer from degenerative hip and leg disorders, joint

so space and ventilation becomes extremely restricted resulting
in heat temperatures to rise. The sheds are never cleaned during

deemed productive and will then be crated up and transported

killed either by a gas mixture or dislocation of the neck.

As they grow they are unable to move freely or change position

contaminated litter that gives off ammonia causing blisters, ulcers,
sores and eye and respiratory conditions.
Avian Influenza and bacterial infections such as salmonella, E.coli
or Pasteurella can also spread though their litter which can result
in large stocks of birds being culled as a precautionary measure.
Continued…

problems and severe foot sores causing chronic pain.
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Thousands of birds die from heat exhaustion, disease,
dehydration or starvation before even making it to their slaughter
age of 4-5 months.
The birds are provided with no stimulation and become very
stressed, frustrated and bored, resulting in aggression towards
other birds and cannibalism. To reduce this occurring part of their
beaks are removed and they are kept in low lighting to make
them less active.
Once they reach their slaughter weight which is anything from
5kg up to 28kg they will be caught and transported in cramped
lorries to the abattoir. The entire process is extremely stressful
for them and can cause considerable pain. They are very nervous
animals and easily frightened, this makes them even harder to
catch then chickens. The turkeys will often suffer damage to their
wings, legs, bruising, skin crazing and broken blood vessels. And
once in the lorry they experience extreme temperatures, stress,
suffocation and shock.
Once at the slaughter house their legs are shackled, the UK law
states that they can hang there for up to three minutes whilst
still alive. Their heavy bodies are then dipped into an electric
water bath making them unconscious and their throats are slight.
The turkey’s will often struggle before being stunned and the
shock causes them great pain. Some may even be conscious after
stunning and having their throat slit. Many are believed to be still
alive as they are dipped in a scalding hot tank of water.
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